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 already experiencing health and economic disparities. 
NTDs impair physical and cognitive development, 
contribute to mother and child illness and death, make 
it difficult to farm or earn a living and limit productivity 
in the workplace.

NTDs include: 

Buru l i  u lcer ;  Chagas d isease;  dengue and 
chikungunya; dracunculiasis; echinococcosis; 
f oodborne  t r ema tod i ases ;  human  A f r i can 
trypanosomiasis; leishmaniasis; leprosy; lymphatic 
filariasis; mycetoma, chromoblastomycosis and other 
deep mycoses; onchocerciasis; rabies; scabies and 
other ectoparasitoses; schistosomiasis; soil-
transmitted helminthiases; snakebite envenoming; 
taeniasis/cysticercosis; trachoma; and yaws.

 III. Why are they Neglected?

Unlike other infectious diseases, the importance of 
neglected tropical diseases is usually underestimated 
since many of them rarely comes with symptoms 
(asymptomatic) and have long incubation periods. The 
connection between death and a neglected tropical 
disease that has been latent for a long period is often 
not realized. Areas of high endemicity are often 
geographically isolated, making treatment and 
prevention much more difficult. 

There are three other major reasons that these 
diseases have been overlooked: they mainly affect the 
poorest countries of the developing world; in recent 
years public health efforts have focused heavily on 
decreasing the prevalence of HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 
and malaria, commonly referred to as the big three. In 
other words, they can be generally referred to as poor 
people’s diseases.  Far more resources are given to 
those three diseases because of their higher mortality 
rates and higher public awareness of them, and 

neglected tropical diseases do not currently have a 
prominent cultural figure to champion their 
elimination.

IV. Prevalence/Epidemiology 

NTDs flourish mainly in rural areas, conflict zones and 
hard-to reach-regions. They thrive in areas where 
access to clean water and sanitation is scarce – 
worsened by climate change. Furthermore, NTDs tend 
to affect regions without quality healthcare, leaving 
poor populations vulnerable to these often debilitating 
diseases and newly emerging threats.

The WHO Global Report 2023 reveals that much 
progress has been made over the past decade. The 
population requiring NTD interventions decreased by 
25% between 2010 and 2021, from 2.19 to 1.65 billion. 
As of end of 2022, 47 countries have eliminated at least 
one NTD; more than 1 billion people were treated for at 
least one NTD each year from 2015 through to 2019.

V. Tackling/Treatment of NTDs

Because of the multi-dimensional origin and spectra of 
NTDs, the treatment as well as the prevention usually 
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